The Annunciation 

Advent 2016

Week 1
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Prepare the way of the LORD,

Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Every valley shall be lifted up,

And every mountain and hill be made low;

The uneven ground shall become level,

And the rough places a plain.

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,

And all people shall see it together.

Isaiah 40:3-5
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Hope

If possible, light a candle at the start of your prayer time to remind you that not only is Jesus the light of the world, but that as we turn to prayer he is with us, uniting us in his love as we pray across our community.

Heavenly Father, help us to be watching and waiting… 

In an act of will, O God, I place myself in your presence. In an act of faith I open myself to your light. In an act of silence, O Lord, I rest in your glory. In an act of love, O Lord, I put myself in your hands. 

Suggested reading: Isaiah 9:2-6  Luke 1:30-35 – reflect on these passages as and when you find it helpful.

Come, long-expected Jesus. 

Excite in me a wonder at the wisdom and power of Your 

Father and ours. 

Receive my prayer as part of my service of the Lord 

who enlists me in God's own work for justice. 

Come, long-expected Jesus. 

Excite in me a hunger for peace: peace in the world, 

peace in my home, peace in myself. 

Come, long-expected Jesus. 

Excite in me a joy responsive to the Father's joy. 

I seek His will so I can serve with gladness,
singing and love. 

Come, long-expected Jesus.

Excite in me the joy and love and peace 

it is right to bring to the manger of my Lord. 

Raise in me, too, 

sober reverence for the God who acted there, 

heart-felt gratitude for the life begun there, 

and spirited resolution to serve the Father and Son. 

I pray in the name of Jesus Christ, 

whose advent I hail. Amen.

Pray for those on your heart, for our community, our 
neighbours and the world, as you feel led
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name

Your kingdom come, Your will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

As we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours.

Now and forever. Amen.
Save us, O Lord, while waking,

and guard us while sleeping,

that awake we may watch with Christ

and asleep may rest in peace.

Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.
